
 

In math this term, we will explore decimals numbers, 

money, time, shape, statistics and position and 

direction. At the beginning of the Summer term, the 

children will also complete the statutory 

Multiplication check (MTC) in which they will have 6 

seconds to answer 25 multiplication questions using 

their times tables knowledge up to 12x.  

Year 4 

Summer Term  

In English we will be reading The Boy at the Back 

of the class by Onjali Q. Rauf. This will allow the 

children to explore the politics surrounding 

refugees, leading up to them writing a persuasive 

letter to the Prime Minister. They will then move 

onto a poetry unit using The Journey by Francesca 

Sanna as a stimulus. In the second part of the 

term, children will be reading Escape from Pompeii 

by Christina Balit which will form part of a writing 

unit based on an escape story. They will then write 

an explanation text on how volcanoes are formed 

using their knowledge from this term’s theme.  

Italy and Volcanoes 

 

 
 

As thinkers in PSHE we will be exploring health and 

well-being. In this unit children will explore what 

good physical health means and how to recognise the 

first signs of physical illnesses. We will also look at 

how to explore good oral hygiene and dental health 

with a visit from a local dentist. At the end of the 

year, children will look at the emotional and physical 

changes that occur during puberty. 

As thinkers in RE, we will continue to explore 

Christianity. Children will begin this term exploring 

special places for themselves and for Christian 

people. They will look at the importance of 

churches and cathedrals. They will then look at the 

Muslim community and the places and artifacts 

that are special and sacred to them.  

As scientists we will cover two units this term: Living 

things and their habitats and electricity. The first 

unit of work will cover classification keys in which 

children will learn to group species based on their 

physical features. They will also explore ecosystems 

and the impact of changing environments on the 

animals that live there. They will explore the impact 

of humanity on the environment and the part in 

which renewable energy plays in helping the 

environment. Within their electricity unit of work, 

children will explore circuits and their components 

and find materials that are conductors and 

As geographers and historians, we will explore the 

country of Italy, inparticular the Campania region. 

Children will look at similarities and differences 

between this region and their region of North East 

England. Through this they will investigate the 

physical and natural features of both these regions. 

We will then move onto the natural landform of a 

valcano and look at case studies surrounding Mount 

Vesuvius. This will support our writing unit 

surrounding the tragedy of Pompeii.  

As computer scientists, we will explore 

computational thinking, an unplugged unit in which 

children have to use codes to crack clues and solve 

puzzles. Children will then use Kodu Sports to build 

algorithms to create their own computer game. 

This will also be supported by a class visit tot 

Newcastle University in which children will use 

skills in coding to program a robot.  



insulators.  

As sportspeople, we will participate in Yoga during 

our indoor PE sessions whilst participating in 

rounders as our outdoor PE unit. For the second half 

term, the children will take part in fitness as part of 

indoor PE and athletics in their outdoor sessions. 

This will support their skills in Sports Day at the end 

of the year.  

As artists and technologists we continue to replicate 

the techniques used by famous and local artists, 

including Kandinsky, Banksy and Norman Cornish. 

Children will then be creating a D&T project which 

will explore the role of wheels and axles in moving 

vehicles. Children will create their own moving vehicle 

using these mechanisms.  

As musicians we will explore Rock & Roll music and 

its origins. Children will use the glockenspiel to 

perform a running bass whilst listening and 

appraising various Rock & Roll tracks. We will then 

investigate changes in pitch, tempo and dynamics.  

As linguists, we will be learning zoo animals in French 

and naming where they live on a map. Children will 

then explore the weather in different countries and 

how to say ‘I live in’ and ‘It is cold’.   

Career links to our learning this term… 

 

- Archeology 

- Dentistry 

- Travel 

- Author/ Illustration  

- Performing Arts 

- Artist 

Wider curriculum opportunities this term include… 

 

- Our Class Assembly 

- Trip to Newcastle University to explore coding 

and robots.  

- Visit from a local dentist 

- Skipping festival 

 

Texts you can read to support your understanding… 

 

- Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit 

- Pompeii buried alive by Edith Kunhardt 

- The boy at the back of the class by Onjali Q. Rauf 

- The journey by Francesca Sanna 

- Noah’s New Home by Zeshan Akhter 

- Escape by Ming & Wah 

- The miraculous journey of Edward Tulane by Kate 

Dicamilla 

 

 

 

Websites to support learning at home… 

 

- Times Table Rockstars https://ttrockstars.com/  

- BBC Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  

- Oxford Owl https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/  

- Purple Mash https://www.purplemash.com/wallsend  

- Topmarks https://www.topmarks.co.uk/  

 

Suggested places for family visits… 

 

- Segedunum 

- Great North Children’s Museum 

- Centre for Life 

- The Baltic Gallery  

- Seven Stories 
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